




Newstate 20 Lake Project 
Willard Bay Project Proposal 

 

Project description 

The Newstate Duck Club is a private management area in Farmington Bay.  The club is 
managed as wetland habitat with over 4000 acres of marsh and upland terrain.  The 
Newstate is unique in that the Jordan River ends within its boundaries.  The Newstate is 
also unique in that during the migratory waterfowl hunting season it is only hunted 
three days a week providing an unmolested sanctuary for waterfowl during non-
shooting days.  As a waterfowl and shore bird management area it is a critical nesting, 
staging and wintering area for thousands of migratory birds.  The Newstate along with 
Farmington Bay Bird Refuge form a large controlled wetlands ecosystem that benefits 
the entire flyway along the Wasatch Front.  The nature of this project is to enhance 
currently unproductive areas of the club with water control structures and create 
wetland habitat accessible to migratory birds.  The main goal of this project is to place 
two water control structures to seasonally flood mudflat playa and upland habitat to 
make them more desirable to migratory species.  This project will also include cleaning 
out an existing water supply channel and creating several ponds in a phragmite 
dominated unit (Newstate – project overview).   

 

Project timeframe 

The anticipated project would commence next spring and should be completed in 
several months.   

 

Project location 

See attached 



Project benefits 

The primary enhancement afforded by this project is the creation of shorebird and 
waterfowl habitat that has previously not existed.  With the encroachment of civilization 
along the shores of the Great Salt Lake, new migratory bird acreage has become scarce.  
This project will add productive habitat to an ecosystem that is already stressed with 
unfortunate events like the diesel release at Willard Bay.  The close proximity of this 
wetlands project to Willard bay will allow migratory species key opportunities for food, 
staging and nesting that are currently not available (Newstate –Willard Bay).  The 
mudflat playa and ponds proposed will allow shore birds such as Avocets, black necked 
Stilts, White faced Ibis and Egrets food and nesting opportunities as well as important 
staging areas for the plethora of waterfowl that visit the Great Salt Lake marshes each 
fall.  The projects connectivity to other projects and management units is what makes it 
so desirable and important for the overall flyways health.   

 

Project Connectivity 

The Newstate Duck Club is strategically nestled in a critical nesting and staging area for 
migratory species (Newstate - connectivity).  The club is immediately bordered by the 
State run Farmington Bay Waterfowl management area to the west and north, the 
Miller unit of Farmington Bay to the southwest, the crystal unit of Farmington bay and 
the North Point rest pond to the south and the Burnham Duck Club to the east.  
Farmington Bay and Willard Bay are part of the contiguous corridor that birds utilize in 
their annual migrations.  This wetlands ecosystem hosts a variety of shorebirds and 
waterfowl throughout the year and is a critical component of the general flyway.   

 

Project plans and details 

This project has two components in the same geographic area.  The first component is 
to flood an upland/ mudflat playa area with 2 water control structures.  Two separate 



18 inch pipes will be placed through an existing dike to allow seasonal flooding of 
approximately 75 acres of existing mudflat playa (Newstate – mudflat playa).  
Approximately 40 feet of pipe will be necessary at each location.  Both pipes will require 
concrete wing walls with Waterman type canal gates.  

 

The second component of this project will involve the creation of two, 2-3 acre ponds in 
a phragmite infested unit (Newstate – phragmite ponds).  The creation of both ponds 
will require bulldozer dirt movement to an existing dike.  An overgrown, existing 
channel feeding this area will also need to be cleaned out to allow for unrestricted 
water flow to these new impoundments.    

 

Experience in similar projects 

The Newstate Duck Club has a long history of wetlands enhancement and maintenance.  
Many past grants have been successfully completed on this property.   
 

Ongoing maintenance 

The Newstate Duck Club has a full time marsh manager with an operating budget.  
Project management is incorporated in this budget and approved by the membership 
every year.  The proposed project will fall within normal management allocations with 
no anticipated overages for the water control structures proposed.   

 

Project cost-effectiveness 

This project is designed for maximal acreage impact from a nominal cash outlay.  Over 
80 acres of habitat will be enhanced by the proposed project.  With minimal resource 
allocation a significant phragmite choked off area and barren mudflat playa will once 
again support migratory birds.  



Estimated Project Costs 
 

Labor   

 Track hoe operator 178.00/hr – 16hrs   2848.00   

 Dozer operator  50.00/hr – 80hrs   4000.00 

 

Materials 

 Pipe – 18inch x 40 feet  (2)     1314.44  

 Water control structures (2)     4000.00   

 

Equipment 

 Dozer D6K2 LGP      4334.00 (rental)  

           600.00 (delivery)  

         1800.00 (fuel) 

 Track hoe       1000.00 (delivery) 

 

 

Total         19896.44 
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